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2014-2015 has been a productive year for the Village Hall but still with many challenges. 
 
I am pleased to report that the Hall is generally in a good state of repair structurally 
however, the hall floor surface is due for replacement due to wear and tear. The 
committee contacted 3 suitable suppliers and decided unanimously to use the Company 
that had originally laid the floor. Although the Company selected did not submit the 
cheapest quote, it had proved in the past that the floor surface was more durable than 
subsequent suppliers. As far as the committee was concerned this fact represented 
better value for money for the village, as the surface should last much longer.    
 
Financially the Hall has not covered its costs this year and there is some cause for 
concern. Usage has been good although slightly down on the previous year, resulting in 
less income being generated. Fund raising has been the mainstay in ensuring the hall 
does not fall into a cost liability, but this can become the case if no fund raising events 
takes place. 
The main fund raising events this year that have been successful are as follows: 
 
* Race Night profit £332.06 
* Table Top Sale Bacon Butty profit  £219.50 
* Take Art ( Buffalo Girls) profit £128.71 
* Summers Day Hog Roast profit £14 (more of a social event than a fund raising) 
* 100 club profit £465.00 
* Xmas Raffle profit £124.00 
 
Our Fund Raising Activities throughout the year generated £1,283.62 
 
A successful Pilates class was started in September and ran until December. 
Unfortunately, due to family circumstances the instructor had to finish these classes. If a 
new instructor could be found there is no reason why these classes couldn't continue on 
a regular basis. 
 
The committee are aware that I have resigned as chair, it is important that whoever 
takes over the chairmanship continues to oversee the running of events of this nature.  
The Village Hall is the "Lifeblood" of the Village together with the Church, and as such 
needs to be used regularly for the social needs of our community. 
 
I have to point out that the Hall Fees did not cover the general running costs of the hall, 
i.e. Running Costs £2,725.90 compared to Income from Fees of £2,108.65. The 
Community Council advise that this should be the aim and that money from fund raising 
should go towards improvements and or any major repairs.  

Expenditures during the year have included a water heater, hand drier and water heater 
for the wash hand basin, and a new fridge. 



There is still a healthy balance in the deposit account, and some of this will be used to 
replace the floor surface.  

I would also point out that there are no administration charges (postage, paper, printing 
etc.) in these accounts. These plus much more are kindly provided FOC by committee 
members for which we are truly grateful. 
 
Hall Fees were reviewed and resulted in a small increase which was implemented at the 
AGM 7th May 2014 and came into force in September 2014. 
 
The Village Hall relies on a lot of goodwill and is dependant on volunteers from the 
community, unfortunately new members have still not come forward. This situation has 
become critical and as a result will prevent the running and implementation of future 
events. This will be a sad situation for our village as functions are an important aspect of 
our community, bringing us all together with social entertainment.  
 
Unfortunately a long standing member has left the committee, Helen O'Brien, who has 
been with us for over 12 years. I would like to thank her for her support and contribution 
over this period of time, I am sure she will be greatly missed.  
 
It is imperative for the Committee to increase the amount of revenue from hall bookings, 
to offset the running costs .Therefore the main objectives I would recommend to the new 
chair  would be as follows: 
 

 Recruit new VHC members 

 Utilise the strengths of the Village Hall by introducing new functions such 
as Pilates, Keep Fit, Yoga etc.  

 Advertise VH to Sports Groups. 

 Organise other Fund Raising / Social Events 
 

 
May I wish the new chair good luck and every success for the future, it has been a 
pleasure serving the village for this time. Finally a big thank you to ALL the 
Committee Members for their hard work, endeavour and support, which is much 
appreciated. The aim as ever is to continue to increase the usage of the Hall, and make 
it a valuable asset for the well being of the village community. 
 
Sue Walton 
Ex Chair 
Rimpton Village Hall Committee 
Wednesday 6th May 2015 

 


